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Abstract: In this study, an alternative way, a so called caisson based type of oscillating water column
(OWC) wave energy converting system was proposed to capture and convert wave energy. Since
the caisson structure is constructed to protect the coastal line or ports, it is important to know if
a built-in associated OWC system will be a burden to affect the safety of the structure or it is safe
enough to work appropriately. In this study, three steps of structural analysis were performed: firstly,
the analysis for the structural safety of the whole caisson structure; secondly, performing the mechanic
analysis for the chamber of the associated OWC system; and finally, performing the analysis for the
wave induced air-pressure in the chamber under the design conditions of a local location during the
wave-converting operation. For the structural safety analysis, a typical structural model associated
with caisson breakwater was built and analyzed while the shape of the structure, material applied
to the construction, and associated boundary conditions were all set-up according to the wave and
structures. The motion and the strain distribution of the caisson structure subjected to designated
waves of 50-year return period were evaluated and compared to the safety requirement by the code.
For the analysis of the energy converting performance, a numerical method by using a theorem of
unsteady Navier–Stokes equations in conservation form was used to analyze the proposed OWC
model when the structure subjected to an incident wave of a 10-year return period.

Keywords: structural safety; breakwater design; wave energy; wave power converting system;
caisson breakwater application

1. Introduction

1.1. Development of an Oscillating Water Column (OWC) Wave Energy Converter

During late 1980s and then 1990s, intensive studies for a wave-power converting system were
performed. However, it was not until 1991 when a combination with breakwater system was firstly
studied in Japan [1]. In that study, not only were experimental tests performed in the laboratory but
also an on-site, full-scale structure was built and tested. Many valuable data were firstly acquired
resulting in an encouraging way for the OWC wave power converting system. Important conclusions
include the efficiency of power that can be obtained from the conversion system, the estimated direct
cost for a system of comparable size and scale, and a range of dimensional ratios between the air
chamber and the wavelength. The most important one was that the combination for a breakwater
with the wave-power converting system would not affect the function of the breakwater. However,
this conclusion related to the structural safety was only based on an overall estimation of the mass
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of the caisson breakwater against the wave-loading, without considering the detailed variation of
the caisson with the installation of an OWC converting system, in which additional chambers with
walls and slabs were built. The other difficulty was that even though the study from Goda et al. [1,2]
is invaluable and pioneering, it is too hard and too costly to be repeated for an on-field experiment.
It was also too confined by many local factors for a special case to apply to the caisson breakwater in
other locations with different environmental conditions.

Until now, researches on the OWC wave energy converting system are still in a very active status.
Some are on the improvement of the mechanism of energy harvest such as to change the shape of
traditional OWC system into a U-OWC [3] or a so called BBDB-OWC by using a backward-bent
duct buoy [4,5]; some are focused on the efficiency of turbine performance for outflow and inflow
motions [6]; investigations on the wave-height and power taking-off damping effect are also carried
out experimentally and numerically [7]; some are focused on the performance of the air-chamber [8],
where the effect of neglecting the air compressibility has been studied showing that an experimental
test model scaled down to 1/50 may result in an overestimation of up to 15% for the air pressure in the
OWC chamber.

Since the caisson structure is constructed to protect the coastal line, it is important to know
if a built-in associated OWC system will be a burden to affect the safety of the structure. Even
though, studies focusing on the structural safety of an OWC wave energy converter are attractive to
researchers, references related to this matter are mostly focused on the exerting forces and pressures
rather than the response of structure itself [9–13]. This is indicated in a model to estimate forces acting
on an OWC chamber in a caisson breakwater [9], where horizontal forces on the front (curtain) wall
and the rear (in-chamber) wall are predicted. It also mentioned that unlike a conventional caisson
breakwater, vertical forces acting on the caisson chamber ceiling will have considerable effect on sliding
and overturning characteristics of the breakwater structure. A first OWC device embedded into a
breakwater was installed in 2008 at the Port of Mutriku. Storms hit it in December 2007, March 2008,
and January 2009, resulting in structural damage to both the frontal wall and roof of four chambers [14].
Fortunately, the OWC power plant was not yet under operation because the operational license had not
been granted, but still it reflected that no matter how carefully the exerting forces could be calculated,
the response and safety of the chamber structure was the essential matter for an OWC wave energy
converting system.

Some other studies also were concerned about the safety of operation of an OWC conversion
system but only very few focused on the structural safety [15]. That study considered the safety for an
OWC integrated into a bottom-sitting pile structure (an OWC pile). The authors examined the wave
loads on an OWC pile, which included the viscous loads and lateral loads and then safety-loading for
a bottom-sitting pile design that could then be estimated. The issue of structural safety was not only
essential to the operational of the system but also important to the maintenance of the system during
the operation for the inspection and damage investigation that may cost a considerable fortune [16].

1.2. Objectives of the Study

In this study, by following the findings of Goda et al. and the contemporary studies [10,11], a series
of studies were performed by adopting, but upgrading, a similar system, the so called the caisson
based OWC type wave energy converter for green energy developments. The analysis of structural
safety were performed: firstly, the analysis for the structural safety of the caisson structure and the
associated built-in OWC chambers and secondly, the safety of the chamber during the wave-converting
operation in the associated OWC system located at a specific water area such as Kaohsiung, Taiwan,
subjected to local environmental conditions. For the structural safety analysis, usually two safety
issues needed to be clarified. The first safety analysis was the overall estimation of structural resistant
ability against the environmental loadings such as the one performed in Goda’s study [1]. During
the analysis, the whole structure was assumed to be a rigid body and therefore, the weight of the
structure was the only matter to resist both the shear force and the overturning moment induced by
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the wave-pressure on the structure while the exertion of soil and water were both taken into account.
Because this kind of analysis is more related to the weight of the structure (usually a big mass-structure
like a caisson breakwater), compared to the breakwater, the weight of the associated OWC chambers,
which are relatively small, will still increase the total weight of the whole structural system of the
breakwater. Therefore, in this study the rigid body analysis will be skipped, and we instead focus
on the second part, the structural safety estimation by using more sophisticated structural analytical
method for both the whole structure and the OWC chambers. The second safety analysis was related
more to a flexible type structure so that the resistance of the structure to the external loadings was not
only based on the weight of the structure. The elasticity and strength of material and member related
resistance must be taken into account for the structure, such as the one in this study where a traditional
caisson breakwater structure was transformed with a built-in chamber of the OWC converting system.
Whether the change in the structure will cause an additional safety related problem to the OWC system
or the caisson breakwater must be estimated.

In this study, a typical structural model was built and analyzed while the shape of the structure,
material applied to the construction and associated boundary conditions were all set-up according
to the wave and structural design. The examination for the structural safety includes two parts,
namely, the overall structural safety of the caisson structure with associated OWC chambers and the
mechanic behavior of the chamber related structural members. In the analysis for the whole breakwater,
the deformations and strains of the caisson will be examined. For the analysis of the OWC structural
members, the deformations and strains of the structural members of OWC-chamber including the
front curtain wall and ceiling slab built in the breakwater caisson structure subjected to designated
incident waves were analyzed and compared to the safety requirement for the allowance of material
deformation. The applied incident wave was based on a general design code and set as a storm of
50 years return period.

Since a more detailed study for the performance of a similar system has already been presented in
a related paper [17,18], the analysis of energy conversion performance in this study will focus on the
influence of the air pressure on the air-chamber induced from the heaving wave motion. A numerical
method by using a theorem of unsteady Navier–Stokes equations in conservation form is used to
analyze the proposed OWC model. A proposed case built-in along a breakwater structure located in a
local harbor was applied for a performance study to examine the feasibility of the OWC system in the
harbor. The analysis was focused on the correspondence between the wave motion and the variations
of air-pressures inside the air-chamber. A comparison with Goda’s result was made before carrying
out the performance analysis to verify the workability of the numerical method.

It was noticed that the wave force applied to the structural safety analysis was larger than the one
applied to the performance analysis. This was because the durability requirement for the structural
design enforces that a more strict environmental condition be considered, while for the wave energy
converting performance analysis, a normal regular wave would be enough to drive the device of
an OWC converter. Therefore, a wave due to a storm of 50 years return period was applied to the
structural safety analysis and on the other hand, a wave based on a storm of 10 years return period
was applied for the performance analysis.

During the structural safety analysis, it was found that for the overall structural safety of the
caisson structure with associated OWC chambers, the deformation of the whole structure was safe
when subjected to a storm-wave of 50-year return period. However, during the structural analysis for
the local behavior of the OWC air-chamber, it was found that a more strict design criteria needed to be
applied to the members of the chambers if the chamber was to sustain a storm-wave of 50-year return
period. During the analysis for the operational performance of the OWC converting system attached to
the caisson structure, it was found that the air-pressure induced by the heaving waves in the chamber
could reach as high as 31.5 MPa when the OWC was subjected to a wave of 10-year return period.
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2. Analytical Model and Environmental Forces

2.1. Analytical Model of the Structure

In this study, a typical caisson structure for the breakwater and coastal protection located in water
of 16 m depth was designed with the installation of accommodated OWC system. As shown in Figure 1,
a schematic 3-D view of the caisson structure associated with an OWC wave energy converting system
is shown, where the front side shows the square gates of air-chambers of the OWC system. Figure 3
shows the side-view of the caisson structure, where a chamber of rectangular shape for the OWC is
located in the front part of the structure. Dimensions for the structure and the size of chamber are also
shown in the figure.

J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2020, 8, x FOR PEER REVIEW 4 of 18 

 

In this study, a typical caisson structure for the breakwater and coastal protection located in 
water of 16 m depth was designed with the installation of accommodated OWC system. As shown in 
Figure 1, a schematic 3-D view of the caisson structure associated with an OWC wave energy 
converting system is shown, where the front side shows the square gates of air-chambers of the OWC 
system. Figure 2 shows the side-view of the caisson structure, where a chamber of rectangular shape 
for the OWC is located in the front part of the structure. Dimensions for the structure and the size of 
chamber are also shown in the figure. 

 
Figure 1. Schematic drawing of a caisson structure with oscillating water column (OWC) converter. 

 
Figure 2. Side view of a caisson structure with OWC converter (redrawn after Chiu et al. [20]). 

2.2. Environmental Forces 

For the environmental conditions in this study, a storm of 50 years return period at the proposed 
location was applied to the analysis of which the wave height H = 1.8Hd was 9.5 m and the 
corresponding period T was 10 s and Hd was the designed wave height for the breakwater of caisson 
structure. The incident wave was assumed to propagate in the direction normal to the front face of 
the caisson structure. The exerting pressure on the caisson breakwater then can be calculated based 
on the properties of the design-wave as prescribed. 

For the analysis of structural safety, first of all, the exerting pressures from the environment 
including wave, water, soil, and reaction forces were all accounted and estimated. As was shown in 

Figure 1. Schematic drawing of a caisson structure with oscillating water column (OWC) converter.

2.2. Environmental Forces

For the environmental conditions in this study, a storm of 50 years return period at the proposed
location was applied to the analysis of which the wave height H = 1.8Hd was 9.5 m and the corresponding
period T was 10 s and Hd was the designed wave height for the breakwater of caisson structure.
The incident wave was assumed to propagate in the direction normal to the front face of the caisson
structure. The exerting pressure on the caisson breakwater then can be calculated based on the
properties of the design-wave as prescribed.

For the analysis of structural safety, first of all, the exerting pressures from the environment
including wave, water, soil, and reaction forces were all accounted and estimated. As was shown in
Figure 2, it is a schematic drawing for the exerting forces around the caisson structure, which was
modified based on Goda’s method [19]. The calculation procedure is presented as follows:

(1) Determine the wave pressure at the still water level (SWL) as

P1 =
1
2
(1 + cos β)

(
α1 + α2cos2β

)
ω0Hd (1)

where parameter β is the angle of incident wave to the direction normal to the caisson structure, while
α1 and α2 are parameters presented as

α1 = 0.6 +
1
2
[

4πh
L

sinh 4πh
L

]

2

(2)

and

α2 = min[
(

hb − d
3hb

)(Hd
d

)
,
(

2d
Hd

)
] (3)



J. Mar. Sci. Eng. 2020, 8, 506 5 of 18

The dimension related parameters are shown in Figure 2 such as: h the water depth to the sea
bottom and d the water depth to the surface of rubble-rump, while L is the designed wave length and hb
is the water depth at a distance of five times of significant wave-height away from the caisson structure.
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(2) Determine wave pressure at the sea bottom level as

P2 =
P1

cosh ( 2πh
L )

(4)
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(3) Determine the wave pressure at the toe of the caisson as

P3 = α3P1 (5)

where the parameter α3 is presented as

α3 = 1−
h′

h
[1−

1

cosh ( 2πh
L )

] (6)

The dimensional parameter h’ is the submerged depth of the caisson.

3. Mechanic Analysis of Structural Safety

As mentioned in the introduction, the rigid-body analysis for the caisson structure would not
be considered, that being the resistant capability from the weight of the caisson structure against the
overturning moment and the sliding resistance of the structure to the horizontal wave forces. For the
analysis of structural safety, the most important issue was that the stress distribution of the structure
would not exceed the designed strength of the material or the strain induced from the deformation
would not exceed the strain limit of the material when subjected to wave and other environmental
forces. Therefore, in this study a strain analysis was performed to examine if the caisson structure
was safe, along with the constructional material, when additional chambers of an OWC wave energy
converter were built in, and located right at, the front side of the caisson structure facing the incident
wave directly. In order to know better the structural safety, two parts of structural analysis were
performed, these included the first part, a global analysis of the whole structure of caisson breakwater
subjected to wave forces, and the second part, a local analysis focused on the deformation behavior of
the additional chamber of an OWC wave energy conversion system.

3.1. Global Structural Analysis

For the global structural analysis, the object was to examine the global deformation of the caisson
structure and find the parts that may have been subjected to severe damage or large strain. After
obtaining the global deformation distribution for the whole structural system, a local analysis could
be performed and a more detailed investigation carried out through the structural members of the
chamber including the walls between chambers, ceiling panels on the top of chamber, and the curtain
walls that normal to the direction of incident waves.

The wave forces exerting on the front face of the caisson structure was in a form of pressure
distribution, as P1, P2, and P3, corresponding to various levels of depth of the caisson breakwater
located in the water, which are shown in Figure 2, which can be obtained from Equations (1), (4),
and (5). After obtaining the wave forces exerting on the caisson structure as was shown in Figure 4,
a numerical tool for the solid mechanics of well-known ANSYS was applied and the conditions
including wave forces, soil pressure, and material properties were all determined. The material for the
caisson structure was reinforced concrete with material properties as the designed strength of concrete:
fc = 350 (kgf/cm2), elastic modulus of concrete: Ec = 30 (kN/mm2), and the elastic modulus for the
steel: Es = 290 (kN/mm2) according to the ACI code for the structure exposed to an environment with
chloride (marine environment) [18].

For the global structural safety analysis, a distribution of strain over the whole caisson breakwater
was examined firstly and after that then a more detailed analysis on the material strength of reinforced
concrete was performed for the air chamber of the OWC converter attached to the caisson breakwater.
It was noticed that for the global structural analysis, since the breakwater structure is in a long and
slender shape, an analytical strategy of plane strain could be applied so that only the cross section
of a unit-length caisson breakwater would be analyzed and the mechanical behavior of the other
sections would be assumed to be similar if the environmental conditions were similar. Even though a
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three-dimensional analysis could also be applied, the results would be similar to each other. Therefore,
the analysis was focused on the deformations and variation of strain of the cross section.
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After the analysis of global structural system, Figure 5 shows the deformation of the caisson
structure, which deforms along with the direction of exerting incident waves, the weak transverse
direction for a breakwater. As is observed in the analytical results, the deformation varied along with
the height of the structure while the largest deformation occurred near the top of the structure in the
front side, which happened to be the location of the OWC chambers. In the lower part of the caisson,
the deformation was quite small, even not observable because the loading was concentrated on the
higher part, as shown in Figure 2, especially for the part of structure on the still water level (SWL),
where the wave action was the largest, while the cross section of the caisson structure above the water
level reduced gradually. This is the reason why the largest deformation occurred near the top of the
structure of the front side in the global structural analysis.

The largest deformation obtained from the analysis was 0.162 mm, which was small under the
loading forces calculated for this study. Compared to the corresponding dimension of the caisson
breakwater, which was 16.0 m, the strain corresponding to the deformation can be calculated as
0.01 × 10—3, which is much smaller than the strain allowance for a concrete material 0.003. However,
because the location of the largest deformation was at the tip corner of the top, where the chamber
of the OWC converter is built-in, a further study of the front wall of the chamber revealed that the
strain corresponding to the transverse deformation was close to the allowance of the concrete material.
The largest strain that occurred in the front wall was 0.00027 in terms of the thickness 0.60 m of the
front wall of the chamber, as shown in the schematic drawing of Figure 3. It is one order smaller
than the maximum strain (0.003) allowed for concrete material from the global structural deformation
analysis. Therefore, for the global structural analysis of the caisson structure combined with an OWC
wave energy converting system, it is quite safe.
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3.2. Structural Analysis for the Chamber of OWC Converter

As the second part for the safety analysis, a study based on the loading and deformation of the
analysis of the whole structure as discussed in previous section was performed correspondingly for the
air-chamber of the OWC system located in the front side of the caisson structure. Because the shape
of the structure was no longer a long and slender type, a three-dimensional analysis needed to be
applied and a more sophisticated solid element was utilized in the finite element numerical analysis,
which included the properties of the material that must be refined and the detailed dimensions of the
structural member.

On the side view of the caisson breakwater structure, the chamber of OWC system can be
observed as the darker part in Figure 3, and then the OWC chamber is framed-out and redrawn as a
3-dimensional view in Figure 6. The dimension of the chamber is also shown in figures, where Figure 3
is the dimension of the chamber for the study in side-view while Figure 6 presents a detailed dimension
for structural members in the chamber such as the side wall, front curtain wall, and ceiling-slab of the
air-chamber. It was noticed that during the mechanic analysis for the OWC air-chamber, the orifice for
in/output air was not considered for the structural safety study because the analysis focused on the
response of the structure in terms of both the deformation of the structural member, and the material
capacity to examine if the strain induced from extreme deformation exceeded the material capacity.

Before performing the analysis, the analytical model was divided into meshes and nodes for the
structural members of the chamber. Typical meshes for the 3-D solid-element of tetrahedron type was
applied and is presented in Figure 7. The arrangement of the steel reinforcement in the concrete is also
presented in Figure 8. A corresponding beam element for the steel material was also applied in the
structural analysis.
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Results obtained from the structural analysis include the deformation distribution and
corresponding strains for the chamber of OWC wave energy converter. As was shown in the
global structural analysis, the deformations in the transverse direction (as the z-direction shown in
Figure 6) of the caisson breakwater was the critical issue because it was related to structural safety.
However, for the chambers built in an OWC converter, responses in both the horizontal transverse
direction (z-direction as shown in Figure 6) and vertical transverse direction (y-direction) were essential
to the structural safety of the chamber. This is because the chamber is like an empty box that was
subjected to deformations all around the walls and ceiling slabs. The x-direction for the breakwater
was an in-plane direction (the axis along the layout of the breakwater) that was the strong-direction
subjected to smaller loads since the wave forces exerted mostly on the transverse direction (z-direction),
but for the air-chamber, the x-direction was the out-of-plane direction for the side wall, of which the
deformation was also critical to the structural safety.

3.2.1. Transverse Deformation for the front Curtain-Wall

As is shown in Figure 9, this is the deformation distribution in the transverse z-direction for the
OWC air-chamber without an opening orifice. The color of the contour represents the seriousness of
the deformation in which both the red and blue colors indicate a larger deformation corresponding
to an opposite direction each other. In Figure 9, even though the largest deformation, namely,
0.003371 m, appears at the top panel of the ceiling, relative to the dimension in the z-direction 5.0 m,
the corresponding strain will be 0.000742, which is much smaller than 0.003, the maximum allowed
strain in concrete structure. However, the panel of the front curtain wall was normal to the transverse
deformation and therefore, the strain of the curtain wall in the z-direction (out-of-plane) would be
critical to the structural safety. The largest deformation of the curtain wall is about 0.0027 m and
relative to the thickness 0.6 m of the wall, as shown in Figure 6, the corresponding largest strain is
0.0045, which is slightly larger than the strain capacity of a concrete material 0.003.
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3.2.2. Transverse Deformation for the Top Ceiling-Slab

Shown in Figure 10 is the deformation distribution in the y-direction for the OWC air-chamber.
It shows that the largest deformation in the y-direction for the chamber may occur at the lower parts
of the chamber structure along the vertical side walls. Since the deformation was 0.102 × 10—5 m
in-plane of the sidewall, and therefore, relative to the height of the sidewall, 11.0 m, the corresponding
strain was 0.93 × 10—7, a value much smaller than 0.003. However, y-direction was in the out-of-plane
direction of the ceiling panel and the downward deformation was 0.013488 m. Relative to the thickness
of the ceiling slab, 0.5 m, the corresponding strain in the out-of-plane direction was 0.026976, which is
a value well over the allowed capacity for the concrete strain.
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3.2.3. Transverse Deformation for the Side-Wall

Presented in Figure 11 is the deformation distribution in the x-direction for the OWC air-chamber.
Both the maximum (positive) and the minimum (negative) exist simultaneously on the ceiling-panel.
The values are similar, namely, 0.00168 m, and relative to the dimension of x-direction, the strain was
0.000336, which is much smaller than the strain capacity of concrete material. For the sidewall of
the chamber deformations in the x-direction is the out-of-plane motion and critical to the structural
safety. As obtained from the analysis, the largest deformation was about 0.0011 m, which based on the
thickness of the sidewall, 1.0 m, the corresponding strain was 0.0011, smaller than the maximum strain
of the concrete.
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3.2.4. Discussions on the Deformation of Chamber Members

From the analysis presented above, we found that in terms of the structural safety, the air-chamber
of an OWC conversion system attached to a caisson breakwater structure cannot satisfy the general
requirement of structural safety. Both the top ceiling slab and the front curtain wall were not strong
enough to sustain a design storm of 50-year return period. Therefore, some questions arise: (1) If a
design-wave based on a storm with 50-year period is suitable for the design of an OWC converter
based on a caisson breakwater structure? (2) If the structure can be modified to sustain the design
wave based on 50-year return period? (3) Is there any other choices to improve the structural safety of
the very design?

Traditionally, structures located on the coast or in the water have very large volume and mass and
therefore, a rigid-body theorem is applied for the design, which means that there is no deformation in
the material or the structural members. Without considering the deformation or the material properties
for the structure, many kinds of design for an OWC converting system can be proposed and analyzed
for their function and converting efficiency based on fluid mechanics. However, when we carefully
examine the structural safety by taking account all of the factors related to the properties of material,
structural dimension, and environmental conditions of the location, the analytical results remind us
that structural safety is still essential.

Going back to the questions that arose after the analysis for the structural safety, a storm of
50-year return period would probably be too much for an associated structure attached to the main
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structure-the caisson breakwater. So long as the damage of the associated structure would not affect
structural safety and operation of the main structure, a design-wave based on a storm of shorter
return period can be considered. To maintain the structural safety of the chamber of the OWC system,
a compromise between the converting efficiency and the structural safety probably needs to be taken
into account because a larger air-chamber will take more wave forces and the associated structural
members also need to be designed with stronger material. As was found in the results of structural
safety analysis, the weak parts of an OWC air-chamber are the curtain wall in the gate of incident wave
and the top ceiling-slab. This phenomenon was also observed during a big-storm that hit the on-field
application, as in the case of the Matriku OWC Power Plant [12].

Presented in Figure 12 is the potential cracking line for the air-chamber of the OWC converter
attached to the caisson breakwater. Most cracks occurred on the top ceiling of the chamber as was
indicated in the analysis; the ceiling slab would suffer the most serious deformations and according to
the analysis the strain in the transverse direction was well over the allowed capacity for the concrete
material. This phenomenon needs to be carefully watched because when the chamber of the OWC
converter is under operation, the air-pressure induced from heaving waves may further worsen the
problem. Even though the cracks will occur when an extreme environmental condition such as the
designed storm of 50-year return period is applied, the regular operation may also cause a fatigue
damage to the ceiling slab and the curtain wall. Especially when the air in the chamber is not allowed
to flow out as the case studied, the induced pressure from elevated water in the chamber could further
press the walls and ceiling-slab inside the chamber and cause severe deformation and then damages
for the structural members.
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4. Evaluation of Air-pressure in the Chamber during the Operation of Wave Energy Conversion

For the safety analysis of the chamber during the operation of the OWC system installed in the
caisson structure, the theorem of unsteady Navier–Stokes equations in conservation form including
continuity equations, equation of momentums, and equation of turbulence dynamics were applied as
presented in the previous section. This theorem combined with numerical tool of CFX in ANSYS was
also applied to the study. Before the application of the analytical method to the study, a verification
was performed by reproducing and comparing the results obtained from the on-field study of Goda’s
experiment [1] in Sakeda, Japan. That study is currently the sole one that may provide a full-scale
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on-field experimental data for a full-scale wave energy converter of which the variation of both the air
pressure and water elevation in the air-chamber were shown.

4.1. Theorem of Fluid Mechanics Applied in the Study

In this study, a theorem of unsteady Navier–Stokes equations in conservation form, consisting of
continuity equations, equation of momentums, and equation of turbulence dynamics, are applied and
shown as follows [21,22].

Continuity equation:
∂ρ

∂t
+∇·(ρU) = 0 (7)

Equation of momentum:

∂ρU
∂t

+∇·(ρU ×U) −∇·
(
µe f f∇U

)
= ∇·p′ +∇·

(
µe f f∇U

)T
+ B (8)

where B is the sum of body force, µeff is the effective viscosity, and p’ is the revised pressure. The effective
viscosity and the revised pressure can be presented as

µe f f=µt + µ (9)

p′ = p +
2
3
ρk (10)

It is also noticed that µt is the viscosity of the turbulence, which according to the assumption of
k-ε model, is related to the dynamic energy and the dissipation of the dynamic energy as presented as

µt = Cµρ
k2

ε
(11)

where k is obtained directly from the equation of dynamic energy and equation of energy dissipation.
The equation of turbulence dynamic energy and equation of energy dissipation are presented as follows

∂(ρk)
∂t

+∇·(ρUk) = ∇·[

(
µ+

µt

σk

)
∇k] + Pk − ρε (12)

∂(ρε)

∂t
+∇·(ρUε) = ∇·

[(
µ+

µt

σε

)
∇ε

]
+
ε
k
(Cε1Pk −Cε2ρε) (13)

where Cε1, Cε2, σk, and σε are constant parameters to be determined empirically, while Pk is related to
viscosity and floating force and can be presented as

Pk = µt∇U·
(
∇U +∇UT

)
−

2
3
∇·U(3µt∇·U + ρk) + Pkb (14)

4.2. Analysis of Wave-Induced Air Pressure in the Chamber

The verification of the numerical method applied in this study was carried out by comparing the
analytical results with the on-field experimental results when the conditions were set as similar as
possible [18,19]. For Goda’s on-field study, a 20 minute data collection was made at Sakeda Harbor,
where during the testing day, the wave-height was 2.2 m to 3.0 m (irregular waves on site). In this
study a regular wave with wave-height of 2.5 m (regular wave analysis) was set and a one minute
analysis was performed for the comparison of which two sections of experimental data within a
20 min were selected. It was found that even though the analytical results were slightly larger than the
on-field data [23], considering the uncertainties of the on-field test such as the wave-height, which
was irregular, and the data captured for the comparison, which were only small parts, the result was
still encouraging.
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An OWC wave converting system was proposed based on the available features for the harbor
such as the depth of water in front of the breakwater, angle between wave direction and the normal
direction of the caisson breakwater, and structure size of the caisson breakwater. A case is simulated for
a breakwater of caisson type located in the Kaohsiung Port in Taiwan facing north-west where the water
depth h = 9.5 m. According to a 10-year return period for the summer season (storm season) of local
climate records, a design wave was used in simulation as: wave–height H = 1.0 m and wave-period
T = 7 s. It was noticed that the wave condition applied for the case study was much smaller than the
wave condition for the analysis of structural safety. This was because the design criteria applied for an
offshore structure was much stricter, as a 50-year or larger return period was required, while for the
case study a 10-year return period was considered suitable for regular daily performance.

Based on the shape and dimensions of the caisson structure to be modified with an OWC conversion
system, a set of OWC system was designed and installed in the caisson breakwater. As shown in
Figure 1, the OWC was installed at the front side of the caisson breakwater facing the incident waves
so that it could capture the maximum wave energy to convert it into electricity power. It is a similar
type to Goda’s test but the dimension was modified based on the conditions of the location port.

The typical response of air pressure near the ceiling-slab of the chamber at various positions,
namely, from 1 to 6 as referred to Figure 13 and shown in Figure 14, where it is noticed that the air
chambers are connected to each other with channels while only one orifice is allowed for every set of
three-chambers. It can be observed that the position with lowest positive pressure is located right at the
orifice when the air pressure at the other position increases corresponding to the distance away from the
orifice. The position with highest negative pressure is at position 1 just next to the orifice. According
to results of the structural safety analysis for the chamber members, the ceiling-slab will suffer the
largest deformation and the pressure in the chamber will also increase the deformation if the exerting
pressure is in the same phase to the out-of-plane dynamic motions of the structural deformation.
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It was found that through the fluid mechanic analysis the greatest pressure exerting on position
1 of the chamber was 3210 tf/m2 or 31.46 MPa downward (negatively) during the operation of the
OWC system. It is small and about 1/10 of the designed allowed pressure that may exert on the ceiling
slab. The largest pressure occurred at the corner of the ceiling-slab, where the separation-wall could
also provide the tension resistance to the slab. However, even without a wall to brace the ceiling-slab,
it could still hold the pressure occurs during a regular operation of OWC system subjected to a wave of
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10-year return period. The concern will be more on the issue of fatigue, which was not analyzed in this
study since the direction of the pressure on the ceiling slab was applied alternatively and continuously.
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5. Conclusions

In this study, an OWC wave power converting system based on a caisson breakwater was proposed
and analyzed for both the structural safety and the performance in the power converting efficiency.
For the structural safety analysis, two parts of analysis were carried out, namely, the first part for
the overall structural safety and the second part particularly for the structure of air chamber of the
OWC converter. The analysis on the chamber included both the elastic structural analysis and the air
pressure in the chamber built in the caisson breakwater.

(1) According to the analysis for the structural safety of this study, for the whole structural safety
that included both the caisson breakwater and attached OWC system, the deformations induced
from the design-wave, which was based on a storm-wave of 50-year return period, was under the
capacity of the concrete material.

(2) The second part analysis of the structural safety, particularly focused on the air-chamber of the
OWC converter, where the maximum deformation occurred transversely at the ceiling-slab of the
air-chamber for the OWC converter, whereas the front curtain wall subjected to wave-impact
directly would also deform greatly, but not so significantly. The developed strains for both the
ceiling-slab and the front curtain-wall were well over the strain limit for a concrete material
and therefore, when the chamber structure was subjected to a wave close to the designed
storm-wave as utilized in the analysis, a major damage may occur on both the ceiling-slab and
the front curtain-wall.

(3) According to the study of the air-pressure induced by the heave motion of the waves in the
chamber, the pressure was small and would not significantly influence the structural safety of the
OWC chamber attached to a caisson structure.

(4) It is concluded that when the OWC is attached to a traditional breakwater structure, the location
will be an important factor to decide the performance of energy converting efficiency. To design
an OWC structure that may sustain a storm wave of 50-year return period could be expensive.
In terms of economic consideration, as long as the damage of the associated structure would not
affect the structural safety and operation of the main structure, a design-wave based on a storm
of shorter return period should be considered.
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